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Puerto Rico Conference on 
Animal and Egg Production Food Safety 

July 9, 2002 Pre-conference Activities 

1:00 PM – 5:00 PM Registration. Exhibit and Display set up. 

6:00 PM – 7:00 PM 	 Small Informal Reception combined with exhibits and displays. 
Outdoor Poolside Location 

*************************************** 

July 10, 2002 Conference Activities 

8:30 AM Opening Session (Plenary Session) 

Moderator:  Dra. Edna Negron, UPR, RUM CCA 

Welcoming Address 

8:35 Lic. Antonio Garcia Padilla, President, 
University of Puerto Rico 

Keynote Address 

9:05 Dr. Merle Pierson, Deputy Under Secretary, 
Office of Food Safety, United States Department of Agriculture 

Technical Presentations 

Session I:	 Animal Production Food Safety: 
Overview and Current Thinking in Puerto Rico 

9:30 Moderator: Dra. Edna Negron 

9:35 	 "Distribution of Animal and Egg Production in Puerto Rico" 
Breakdown of Animal Production by Species and Consumer Products in 

Puerto Rico 

Speakers:  Sr. Lucas Aviles, UPR RUM CCA 
Mr. William Weaver, USDA, NASS 

**************************************** 
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10:00 "Animal Production, Marketing for Survival" 
What Animal and Egg Production Food Safety Means to the Producer 

Speakers  Dr. Jose Latorre, UPR RUM CCA 
Dr. Harry Walker, USDA, FSIS 

*************************************** 

10:30 Question and Answer Session with Session Summary by Moderator 

10:40 Break and Refreshments 

*************************************** 

Session II:	 Animal Production for Specific Commodities: 
Current Thinking in Puerto Rico 

10:55 Moderator: Dr. John Fernandez, UPR RUM CCA 

11:00 	 "Sources and Approaches to Reduce 
Campylobacter in Poultry Operations" 
Poultry Production Food Safety 

Speakers: 	 Dr. J. Latorre, UPR RUM CCA 
Dr. Norman Stern, USDA, ARS 

************************************** 

11:30 	 "Vessel Control for Scombroid Producing Fish" 
Seafood Production Food Safety 

Speakers: 	 Sr. Saul Wiscovich, UPR RUM CCA 
Mr. Brett Koones, FDA, CFSAN 

*************************************** 

12:00 	 "The Grade "A" Milk Safety Program" 
Milk Production Food Safety 

Speakers: 	 Dra. Wilma Pagan, UPR RUM CCA 
Mr. Bob Hennes, FDA, CFSAN 

*************************************** 

12:30 Question and Answer Session with Session Summary by Moderator 
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**************************************** 
12:40 Lunch and Luncheon Address 

"A New Era for Food Safety" 

Dr. Maritza Colon-Pullano

Senior Advisor for International Food Safety, FSIS


***************************************


Session III:	 Industry Updates on HACCP Compatible Quality Assurance 
Programs: Special Emphasis for Puerto Rico and the Caribbean 

2:00 Moderator: Prof. Ariel Ramirez, UPR, RUM, CCA 

2:05 Pork : "National Pork Board's Quality Assurance Program" 

Speakers: 	 Prof. Jorge Gonzales, UPR, RUM CCA 
Dr. Jodi Sterle, Texas A&M University 

*************************************** 

2:35 Dairy & Beef: "Animal Production and Food Safety: 
A Process Oriented Approach" 

Speakers: 	 Prof. Axia Rivera, UPR, RUM CCA 
Ms. Kathy Kaufman, NY State Dept of Ag. 

*************************************** 

3:05 Sheep & Goats: "Oklahoma Model for HACCP Education of Small 
Ruminant Producers, Implications for the Caribbean" 

Speakers: 	 Dr. John Fernandez, UPR RUM CCA 
Dr. Tilahum Sahlu, Langston University 

**************************************** 

3:35 Layers: "Egg Safety" 

Speakers: 	 Prof. Carlos Nazario, UPR 
Mr. Ken Killeen, United Egg Producers 

*************************************** 

4:05 Question and Answer Session with Session Summary by Moderator 
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4:15 Break and Refreshments 

*************************************** 

Session IV:	 New and Old Public Health Threats: 
The Critical Role for Puerto Rico and The Americas 

4:25 Moderator: Dr. Jorge Gonzales, UPR RUM CCA 

4:30 	 "Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy" 
BSE 

Speakers: 	 Dr. Jose Pantoja UPR RUM CCA 
Dr. Tom Gomez, CDC 

*************************************** 

5:00 "Controls on Animal Feed to Prevent BSE" 
Animal Feeds and Mamalian Protein 

Speakers:	 Sr. Americo Casas, UPR RUM CCA 
Dr. Burt Pritchett, FDA, CVM 

************************************** 

5:30 	 "Tuberculosis and Public Health" 
Tuberculosis 

Speaker: Dr. Luis Colon, PR Department of Agriculture 

*************************************** 

6:00 Question and Answer Session with Session Summary by Moderator 

6:15 End of Session for the day 

*************************************** 

7:00 to 9:00 	 Large Informal Reception with exhibits and displays. 
Flamingo Room 

*************************************** 
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July 11, 2002 

Session V: Practical HACCP Applications in Puerto Rico and Latin America 

8:55 Moderator: Dr. Jose Latorre UPR RUM CCA 

9:00 "The Backyard and Small Plant Slaughter Education Program" 
Small Plant Slaughter/Backyard Slaughter 

Speakers: 	 Sr. Hector Rodriguez, UPR RUM CCA 
Dr. Mike Pullen, University of Minn. 

*************************************** 
9:30 	 “Successes and Barriers during HACCP Applications in 

Latin American Countries” 
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) 

Speaker: Dr. Juan Cuellar, Food Safety Advisor, PAHO 

*************************************** 

10:00 	 "Food Safety and Antimicrobial Residues in Food Animals" 
Residue Control in a HACCP Environment, Production Level Efforts 

Speakers: 	 Dra. Edna Negron, UPR RUM CCA 
Dr. Bhabani Dey, USDA, FSIS 

**************************************** 

10:30 Question and Answer Session with Session Summary by the Moderator 

10:40 Break and Refreshments 

**************************************** 

Session VI:	 HACCP Applications for Animal Wastes and Pest Control: 
Current Thinking in Puerto Rico 

10:55 Moderator: Prof. Aixa Rivera, UPR RUM CCA 

11:00 “Animal Wastes” 

Speakers: Dr. Luis Perez Alegria UPR RUM CCA 
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Dr. Richard Reynnells, USDA, CSREES 

**************************************** 

11:30 	 "Rodent Control" 
Pest Control in Animal in Animal Production Food Safety 

Speaker: Dr. Carlos Rosario, UPR RUM CCA 

**************************************** 

12:00 "Toxoplasma and Trichinella in Pork Production" 

Speakers:  Dr. Carmen Santana, UPR RUM CCA 
Dr. Ray Gamble, USDA, ARS 

**************************************** 

12:30 PM Question and Answer Session with Session Summary by Moderator 

**************************************** 

12:40 Lunch and Luncheon Address 

"A Global Food Safety Team" 

Dr. Linda Tollefson

Deputy Director, FDA Center for Veterinary Medicine


*****************************************


Session VII: Question and Answer Breakout Sessions for Roundtable Discussions 

2:00 Moderator: Dra. Wilma Pagan, UPR RUM CCA 

Poultry and Eggs Facilitator: Dr. Jose Latorre

Dairy Facilitator: Dr. Jose Pantoja

Beef and Veal Facilitator: Prof. Aixa Rivera

Swine Facilitator: Prof. Jorge Gonzalez

Sheep and Goats Facilitator: Dr. John Fernandez

Seafood Facilitator: Prof. Saul Wiscovitch


**************************************** 

3:00 Break and Refreshments 
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****************************************


Session VIII: Antimicrobial Resistance and Bioterrorism: 
Consumer and Public Heath Implications for Puerto Rico 

3:25 Moderator: Dr. Jose Pantoja, UPR RUM CCA Plenary Session 

3:30 Antimicrobial Resistance in Foodborne Bacteria 

Speakers: 	 Dra. Mildred Chaparro, UPR RUM 
Dr. Linda Tollefson, FDA, CVM 

**************************************** 

4:00 	 "Biosecurity for an Important Disease Affecting Livestock Production: 
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD)" 

Speaker: Dr. Miguel Borri-Diaz, USDA, APHIS 

*************************************** 

4:30 	 “Center for Veterinary Medicine’s Role in Counter-terrorism” 
Biosecurity/Bioterrorism 

Speakers: 	 Dr. Edgardo Rivera, UPR RUM CCA 
Dr. Isabelle Arrington, FDA, CVM 

************************************** 

5:00 Question and Answer Session with Session Summary by Moderator 

************************************** 

5:10 Moderator: Dra. Edna Negron, UPR RUM CCA 

Conclusions and Round Table Discussion 

Credits and Evaluation 

*************************************** 

6:10 PM Conference Concluded 

*************************************** 


